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SUBJECT: VISIT BY LDP DIETMEN 

SUMMARY: GROUP OF MIDDLE-RANK LDP DIETMEN WHO WANT TO 
STRENGTHEN TIES WITH CONGRESSIONAL COUNTERPARTS HAS ASKED 
FOR EMBASSY'S HELP IN ARRANGING MEETINGS WITH CONGRESSMEN 
DURING BRIEF VISIT TO WASHINGTON THIS SUMMER. EMBASSY 
FAVORS VISIT AND HOPES MEANINGFUL APPOINTMENTS CAN BE 
ARRANGED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY LDP UPPER HOUSE MEMBER 
SHINICHIRO SHIMOJO WITH REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
ARRANGING APPOINTMENTS WITH CONGRESSMEN DURING BRIEF 
"STUDY TRIP" HE AND SIX OTHER LDP DIETMEN PLAN TO U.S. 

IN LATE JUNE OR JULY. MAIN PURPOSE IS TO DEEPEN CONTACTS 
WITH CONGRESSMEN AND DISCUSS TOPICS OF CURRENT INTEREST. 

2. MEMBERS OF GROUP, MOST OF WHOM KNOWN TO EMBASSY, ALL 
SPEAK ENGLISH AND ARE INTERNATIONALLY-MINDED. THEY 
REPRESENT SUPRA-FACTIONAL MIX, AND HAVE WIDELY DIFEERING 
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INTERESTS, EROM AGRICULTURE TO DEFENSE AND EDUCATION. WE 
BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL FOR THIS GROUP, SOME OE 
WHOM HAVE HAD LITTLE WASHINGTON EXPOSURE, TO ESTABLISH 
(OR RENEW) CONTACTS ON HILL. WE WOULD RECOMMEND INFORMAL 
MEETINGS ON HILL WITH THOSE INTERESTED IN JAPAN ON BOTH 
SENATE AND HOUSE SIDES, PERHAPS INCLUDING SOME SENATORS 
OR REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAVE HAD LITTLE PREVIOUS EXPOSURE 
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TO JAPAN. WE WOULD FURTHER RECOMMEND THAT AT STATE GROUP 
MEET WITH UNDERSECRETARY NEWSOM, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARIES CLEYSTEEN (SULLIVAN), BARRACLOUGH, COLBERT, AND 
EA/J DIRECTOR PLATT; AT COMMERCE WITH ITA ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY WEIL; AND AT STR WITH GENERAL COUNSEL RIVERS OR A/STR 
BARREDA. MEETINGS AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL AT TREASURY AND 
DOD WOULD ALSO BE WORTHWHILE. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW ON BEST TIMING, 

FOR VISIT IN LIGHT OF CONGRESSIONAL SCHEDULE - THEY COULD 
NOT LEAVE BEFORE END OF JUNE - AND NOTIONAL IDEA OF 
APPOINTMENTS THEY MIGHT EXPECT. NAMES OF DIETMEN FOLLOW; 
UPPER HOUSE - TARO NAKAYAMA, SHINICHIRO SHIMOJO; LOWER 
HOUSE - YOSHIRO HAYASHI, KOICHI KATO, KOKKAI NAKAMURA, 
TETSUO KONDO, AND YUJI TSUSHIMA. ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
INFO WILL FOLLOW WHEN PLANS FURTHER ADVANCED, BUT WE 
SHOULD NOTE THAT NAKAYAMA, KONDO AND KATO HAVE ALL BEEN 
WELL-KNOWN TO EMBOFFS FOR SOME YEARS, AND FORMER HAS BEEN 
MOST HELPFUL IN ARRANGING OFF-THE-RECORD DISCUSSION 
SESSIONS BETWEEN GROUPS OF DIET MEMBERS AND EMBASSY. 

4. ALTHOUGH GROUP HAS NOT YET OFFICIALLY REQUESTED MOFA'S 
ASSISTANCE, MOFA KNOWS OF ITS PLANS AND HAS INFORMED 
JAPANESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, WHICH PRESUMABLY PREPARED 
TO TAKE LEAD IN SETTING UP PROGRAM. MANSFIELD 
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